





The Indian Red Cross Society (IRCS) is committed to supporting
communities in times of disasters and emergencies and to improving the
lives and well-being of vulnerable people across the country. With its
extensive network of State, District and local branches and a dedicated
volunteer base, IRCS is well positioned to support communities before,
during and after emergencies.

The Indian Red Cross Society (IRCS) is committed to supporting communities in times of disasters and
emergencies and to improving the lives and well-being of vulnerable people across the country. With its
extensive network of State, District and local branches and a dedicated volunteer base, IRCS is well
positioned to support communities before, during and after emergencies.

Access to safe drinking water, sanitation and hygiene is fundamental to public health, dignity and resilience.
Disasters such as floods, cyclones, landslides and other emergencies can disrupt water and sanitation
services, increase the risk of waterborne diseases and place vulnerable communities at particular risk.
Strengthening preparedness and ensuring timely access to safe water and essential sanitation facilities are
therefore an important part of humanitarian response and disaster risk reduction.

IRCS has a long-standing commitment to Water, Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH) as an integral component
of its disaster management and community-based programmes. During emergencies, IRCS deploys and
supports appropriate WASH interventions, including emergency water treatment and supply, sanitation
facilities, hygiene promotion and distribution of essential WASH items. These efforts are complemented by
community awareness and practical measures that enable families to protect their health and maintain safe
hygiene practices.

Through its WASH initiatives, IRCS works closely with communities, government authorities, the
International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies (IFRC), the International Committee of
the Red Cross (ICRC), Partner National Societies and other stakeholders. These partnerships strengthen
the capacity of the Red Cross network to anticipate risks, respond effectively to emergencies and promote
healthier and more resilient communities.

| take this opportunity to acknowledge and appreciate the dedicated efforts of our State and District
branches, staff and volunteers who continue to promote safe water, sanitation and hygiene practices and
provide humanitarian assistance to communities affected by disasters and other emergencies. | also extend
my sincere appreciation to our Movement partners and other supporting organizations for their continued
cooperation and support to IRCS.

This manual on household water treatment methodologies is intended to provide practical, simple and
useful information that can be applied at the household and community level. | encourage all staff and
volunteers of IRCS branches to familiarize themselves with its contents and use the knowledge and
messages provided to promote safe water practices and hygiene awareness among the communities we
serve.

I am confident that this resource will contribute to strengthening community preparedness, reducing health
risks associated with unsafe water and sanitation, and supporting the well-being and resilience of vulnerable
communities across India.

Lalit Wadhwa,
Secretary General
Indian Red Cross Society
























































































































