
Draft Minutes of the National Stakeholders Review Meeting on Blood
Transfusion Services (BTS)

Date: 22nd September 2026
Venue: Dr. Ambedkar International Centre, New Delhi

A National Review Meeting on Blood Transfusion Services (BTS) was held on 22
September 2026 under the Chairmanship of Additional Secretary (Public Health) &
Director General, NACO, MoHFW, along-with DGHS, Additional DGHS, Secretary
General IRCS, DDG NBTC , Director SBTCs, General/Branch Secretaries of IRCS
from all States/UTs to review the status of Blood Transfusion Services across the
country. List of participants is placed at Annexure-A.

2. At the outset, DGHS, MoHFW in his address emphasized  that  Blood
Transfusion Services should be guided by the framework of Collection, Adequacy,
Accessibility and Quality, with a focus on improving patient outcomes. Thereafter,
the Chair presented a detailed performance review of States/UTs on the Key
Performance Indicators (KPIs).The following points were discussed during the
meeting:-

a. During the discussions, it emerged that all blood centres across the country
are not on-boarded on the ONDLS portal, the master line list  Blood Centres
operating across the country is not available, provision of monitoring the
status of licences is also not enabled. The Chair directed CDSCO to update 
and share the master line list at the earliest.

b. Regarding BBMS platform the Chair guided that the focus of BBMS should
move beyond updates and towards maintaining comprehensive digital
records, thereby facilitating the transition towards paperless blood banks. At
the same time CDSCO was also directed to ensure BBMS real time data
entry as a measure for paperless maintenance of records and  provide an
end-to-end view of collected blood units, including donation, transfusion and
discard.
 
 

c. During the meeting, based on feedback received from the heads of State
Blood Transfusion Councils (SBTC), it was observed that in a few states,
Inspectors and Joint Inspection Teams are insisting on the submission of
physical hard copies of Blood Donation Records. The Chair directed that a
clarification needs to be issued by CDSCO  that record means any physical
or electronic record.
 
 

d. CDSCO to ensure ABDM compliance through mandatory order for donor
traceability. NHA to enable a lighter version of ABDM to ensure seamless
enrolment during blood donations.

e. It was informed during the meeting that in certain states blood centres are
also operating through para-military forces etc . The Chair directed NBTC to
conduct an Inter-Ministerial meeting with  M/o Defence, M/o Home Affairs,
M/o Railway or any other Ministries  to strengthen data linkages related to



licensing and operation of blood centres.
f. NBTC to ensure that the Break free QR code of NACO should be displayed

wherever blood collection camps are organized to facilitate risk assessment
of the donor.

g. In order to address systemic gaps and enhance the monitoring of Blood
Transfusion Services (BTS) at the district level, the Chair informed that for
effective monitoring and supervision the  District AIDS Control Officer
(DACO) will be designated as the Nodal Officer for BTS, with a specific
mandate to strengthen coordination, monitoring, and supervision across
blood centres in their districts.

In addition, the District Secretaries of the Indian Red Cross Society
(IRCS) will conduct in-person visits and interactions at blood centres to
assess ground-level realities, engage with district leadership such as the
District Magistrate/Commissioner through regular/in-person meetings to
report implementation issues, etc.

 

h. Thereafter, the Secretary General held a separate follow-up meeting with
attending IRCS State Secretaries to reaffirm that IRCS will provide supportive
roles as the lead agency for conducting district-level Blood Centre surveys.
The details of the Survey form were explained in detail so that the framework
may be implemented effectively.

The meeting ended with a vote of thanks to the chair.
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